
Journeying together…

A
 Chinese proverb says, “A 

thousand mile journey begins 

with the first step”. Hence we 

at the Parish of St. Thomas have 

begun our journey, post pandemic, 

returning to our Church worship, 

commitments and togetherness. This 

is a challenging time for the elderly 

as well as the younger generations. 

They need to prioritise and commit to 

giving time to God and to others 

along with doing their own things.

We had a vibrant and joyful 

celebration both spiritual as well as a 

fun-filled fete for our Parish Feast, 

which included all age groups of our 

parish. After a speculative gap of 2 

years, once again we all have leaped 

into action. Now, moving further we 

are looking forward to Parents and 

Grandparents Day, Youth Trekking, 

Vianney Sunday, Monsoon Hungama 

for youth and so on.

Further we will focus on 

SYNODALITY i.e. Listening, 

Discerning  and Deciding as “People 

of God” for an Ongoing Church. 

Pope Francis in his address to the 

audience on October 17, 2021 says, 

“Dear brothers and sisters, have a 

good journey! May we be open to the 

Holy Spirit's surprises, the grace of 

encounter, reciprocal listening and 

discernment, joyfully convinced that, 

even as we seek the Lord, He always 

comes with His love to meet us first.” 

Walking together, listening to others' 

views and working hand in hand to 

build the Kingdom of God is most 

essential at this moment of post-

pandemic times.

Our parish, even though spread out 

from East to West, needs to reach 

out from one end to the other. With 

the ongoing Small Christian 

Community core group meetings the 

parish happenings are being carried 

to each and every family. Secondly, 

the Parish Team, Fr. Leslie Almeida 

and myself, are visiting families and 

listening and reaching out to their 

needs. We request our parishioners 

to come to Church and participate at 

Mass, take part in the Cells and 

Associations, and receive grace and 

blessings from God. As we move 

towards a new horizon, we are called 

to strengthen our faith firstly by 

reading the Bible daily, secondly by 

being active members of the Church 

and finally by caring and sharing our 

talents and gifts with our Community 

and Society.

All the activities, events and write 

ups in this e-bulletin will enlighten 

each one to be God centred as well 

as other centred. Together we stand 

and commit our lives as Thomasian 

Family Members to build a better 

future for our younger generations 

and make a difference in the parish. 

Life is a gift from God and what we 

make out of it, is our gift to God and 

to humanity.

Let us not be caught up in our 

secluded worlds and limit our 

potentials to ourselves, but let's take 

up the challenges to make this world 

a better place to live in. Our 

spirituality and our secular life goes 

hand in hand to live as fully human 

and fully alive as possible. I wish to 

conclude with a clarion call from 

Matthew (6:33): “Seek first the 

Kingdom of God and His 

righteousness and all these things 

will be given unto you.”

-Fr Nelson Saldanha
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WELCOME FR. LESLIE ALMEIDA

 priest is never stationed in 

Aone place. His missionary 

work takes him to different 

parishes and requires him to 

acquaint himself with all people 

around him. The success of a 

parish reflects the hard work that a 

Priest puts in his missionary work.

We fondly welcome a new priest in 

our midst, Fr. Leslie Almeida. A 

native of Giriz, Vasai, Fr. Leslie 

was born in September 1952 and 

was ordained a priest in April 1981 

at Giriz, Vasai for the Archdiocese 

of Bombay. He has been a priest 

for 41 years and during these 

years he has served as a principal 

of many schools in the 

archdiocese of Mumbai, such as 

St. Anthony's High School, Saki 

Naka, St. Joseph's School, 

Vikhroli, St John the Evangelist, 

Marol, to name a few. He enjoys 

his pastoral ministry and also likes 

to visit the sick and the aged.

After a very long time, we have a 

really tall priest and also a senior 

priest who comes with a wealth of 

priestly experience. With his 

unique set of spiritual gifts, and a 

diverse set of experiences, we look 

forward to Fr. Leslie shepherding 

the flock of St. Thomas, both 

young and old with love and 

devotion. Once again, we warmly 

welcome Fr. Leslie and assure him 

of our prayers as he begins his 

ministry in our parish.

ST. JOHN BOSCO COMMUNITY 
[MAHINDRA NAGAR]

ur parish feast is very dear to 

Oall our members and it is a 

tradition among us to prepare 

all homemade delicacies for the fete. 

This year too we put up a food stall 

called Bosco's Bakery, where we sold 

Assorted Cupcakes, Chicken 

Croquettes, Chicken Mayo Rolls, 

Chicken Sandwiches and Chicken 

Burgers. This mouth-watering spread, 

prepared by our Animators along with 

their families, was appreciated by all. 

Thanks to all our members and 

animators for doing their best in 

putting up lovely delicacies and a 

vibrant stall. We would also like to 

thank the various committees 

involved in organising the church 

feast for all the efforts put in to make 

this a fun-filled day with amazing food 

and entertainment.
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ST. ANNE’S COMMUNITY 
[SUNDER NAGAR]

R
osachen Vojen, is a long-

standing pre-wedding 

tradition among 

Mangalorean Catholics. This 

beautiful and meaningful ceremony 

is held separately at the bride and 

groom's houses before the nuptials. 

The eldest uncle of the 

bride/bridegroom carries a load of 

various things needed for the 

function, which includes vegetables, 

grains, meat, fruits and even liquor.

On the eve of our parish feast, 

members of St. Anne's community 

enacted a tableau of this beautiful 

tradition "Rosachen Vojen". 

Dressed in traditional Mangalorean 

outfits, each member carried 

"Vojen" (load), symbolising various 

things. A large cutout of a pig was 

also brought in the procession. 

While Simran played the character 

of Sevrine, the bride, other 

members were also given typical 

Mangalorean Catholic names like 

Ladru, Pedru, Bostyaon, Delphine, 

Kamalakka, etc. As per the custom, 

Fr. Nelson was called on stage to 

bless the bride before the 

commencement of the Roce.

ST, THOMAS COMMUNITY
[CHURCH COLONY]

T
his year the feast of St 

Thomas was extra special 

because not only did we get 

to celebrate it in person as one big 

family after two years but we also 

got to celebrate it on July 3, the 

actual date. After enjoying the 

festivities at the parish fete earlier in 

the day, we gathered once again for 

an evening of fun and games. 

Everyone participated in the games, 

enjoyed the food and snacks. No 

event of ours is complete without a 

game of Housie. After being within 

the confines of our homes it was 

lovely to get this opportunity to 

celebrate our church feast together. 

We are extremely grateful to God 

for giving us this day.

On the special day, we, the 

community of St Thomas, also 

wanted to reach out to the families 

supported by the SVP. We put 

together a hamper comprising 13 

different essential items for each 

individual family. The hampers were 

distributed to the families soon after 

the feast mass. It was truly an 

eventful and memorable feast of 

our patron St Thomas.



BOMBAY CATHOLIC SABHA

he Bombay Catholic Sabha thanks all the parishioners for supporting our activities by donating academic 

Tsupplies for the underprivileged, and during the distribution of Basil saplings for a greener environment.
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ST. JUDE’S COMMUNITY 
[PANDURANG WADI]

S
ince May 2021, Br. 

Valentino and his 

youth brigade have 

been preparing and 

distributing food to needy 

families every Sunday 

under the 'Reach Out 

Project'. Through this 

project, 130 meals and 

essential grocery items are 

distributed to around 40 

families. 

As part of our community 

activity, we reached out to 

Br. Valentino and put forth 

our thought of members 

from our community helping 

him with cooking on 

Sundays. He readily agreed 

to try this out. From March 

2022, members from our 

community have been 

visiting Prakash Kiran on 

the fourth Sunday of every 

month and helping Br. 

Valentino and his team 

prepare and pack the 

meals. Some of the 

members also accompany 

Br. Valentino to distribute 

these meals.

It has been a very 

overwhelming experience 

for the members who have 

been religiously helping out. 

Seeing the smiles on the 

faces of people to whom 

the meals are being 

delivered is a very humbling 

and peaceful experience. 

To quote some of our 

members, “We enjoyed this 

activity of helping to serve the poor in a small way”. “It 

was really a good experience for us, it felt nice working 

with Br. Valentino”. “We felt good to see smiles on their 

faces. It was a good experience and we should continue 

serving”. “It was nice seeing the youth and Br. Valentino 

working selflessly and smiling. It was something to 

cherish”.

Q
&

A
Q. There are so many different versions of the 

bible today. Which one is the most accurate 

translation?

A. Three major Bible editions are highly accurate 

and recommended for study purposes: 1. The New 

Revised Standard Version (NRSV); 2. The New 

Jerusalem Bible (NJB) (now available in a new 

edition called "the Revised New Jerusalem Bible" 

or RNJB); 3. The English Standard Version (ESV) 

which follows a very literal translation style.The 

New Lectionary which we use in the liturgy 

contains the ESV text. The earlier lectionary used 

the NJB text.

Q. What was Jesus writing in the sand when the 

woman was caught in adultery?

A. No one knows!

In John's gospel many objects and actions have a 

symbolic meaning: some authors suggest that 

Jesus' actions symbolise the re-writing of the 

traditional law. This is debatable. In any case, this 

action of Jesus writing on the ground helped focus 

our attention on Jesus' important pronouncement: 

"Let anyone who is without sin be the first to cast a 

stone." Which is the key point of reflection in the 

passage.

Q. Does the book of Revelation, really predict the 

future?

A. The purpose of the book is not to predict when 

and how this world will end (though some authors 

interpreted it this way in the past). The book 

strongly attacks the ideology of Empire 

(represented by Rome) and invites us to strive for 

the only possible alternative: the kingdom of God, 

represented by the Heavenly Jerusalem.
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M
y Lord and My God”, you may be aware of this 

statement by the apostle St. Thomas, otherwise 

known as the twin or Didymus. Jesus our Lord 

saw in him the qualities of a good, faithful and committed 

disciple. Like the 

other eleven 

disciples, he too said 

'Yes' to Jesus and 

followed him. We can 

see his great devotion 

and attachment to 

Jesus when Jesus 

wanted to go to meet 

Lazarus. The other 

disciples warned 

Jesus that the Jews 

have threatened to 

stone him, but 

Thomas says, “Let us 

also go, that we may 

die with him.” (John 

11:16). He accepts 

the fate that he may 

have to endure if he 

goes with Jesus. He 

was willing to die with 

Jesus and for Jesus. 

Maybe he knew that 

dying for Christ was 

better than living 

without Him. 

St. Thomas also had 

the quality of 

challenging Jesus 

when he was unable 

to understand things 

that Jesus was talking 

about. When Jesus 

was teaching his 

disciples about his 

departure to heaven, 

Jesus said “And you 

know the way to the 

place where I am 

going.”(John 14:4). 

Then Jesus clarified his point to him. St. Thomas gives 

us a solution to our confusion – ask Jesus in prayer if we 

aren't clear of the things that are happening in our life. 

In most cases, we call him doubting Thomas. But in fact, 

he was the one who openly and publicly confessed the 

divinity of Jesus as “My Lord and God” after his 

resurrection. By falling on his knees and adoring Jesus, 

he gave us a greater confession of faith. He made us 

recognise the full importance of Christ's resurrection: 

Only God himself 

could be Master over 

life and death. He 

gave us an example 

of believing in the 

Risen Lord and the 

courage to openly 

confess to him, and 

the one who believes 

and confesses will be 

blessed with a very 

special, inexpressible 

and glorious joy. He 

was committed to his 

calling and faithfully 

obeyed Christ's 

command of “Go 

therefore and make 

disciples of all 

nations, baptising 

them in the name of 

the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy 

Spirit” (Matthew 

28:19). With this zeal 

in spreading the 

Gospel, St. Thomas 

came to India. As per 

sources, there exists 

a population of 

Christians along the 

Malabar coast, on the 

western coast of 

India, who were 

converted by St. 

Thomas. He built 

seven churches as 

per the traditions, 

was killed by a spear 

and buried in 

Mylapore. As we 

have heard earlier St. Thomas 'walked the talk', he 

proclaimed the gospel to the people and died for Jesus. 

St. Thomas is a great example for all of us to show our 

deep love for Jesus. Like St. Thomas, we, too, are called 

by Jesus to spread his Gospel. Are we ready to follow 

Christ in the way St. Thomas did?

Understanding St. Thomas - Br. Cajetan 

“
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ope Francis presided over the 

P10th World Meeting of 

Families which was held from 

June 22 to June 26 in Rome. 

Keeping in mind the important place 

a family occupies in the Church and 

Society, we at St. Thomas parish 

participated in the Eucharist on the 

inaugural day, June 22, at 7:00pm. 

Fr. Joseph Gonsalves, spiritual 

director of the Family Cell, conveyed 

to the parishioners the significance of 

family life, importance of prayer in the 

family and the need to achieve 

holiness in simple acts towards one 

another.

We continued our focus on the family 

as we prepared for the Parish feast 

through the Triduum.

The Family Cell conducted a Holy 

Half Hour adoration on June 29 prior 

to the Triduum with the theme: 

Family: An expression of the 

Sacrament of Marriage.

Theme for Day 1: Family Love: 

Wonderful and Fragile

Speaking on family love, Fr. Andrew 

Aranha elaborated on the 

characteristics of how family love 

needs to be, with the help of the first 

letter of the Greek alphabet ALFA. 

There should be…….

A – Acceptance

L – Listening

F – Forgiveness

A – Agape (Sacrificial Love)

Theme for Day 2: Family: A 

Domestic Church of Faith and 

Unity

Fr. John Barretto, with the most 

familiar story of the Hare and the 

Tortoise, beautifully explained how 

we have to inculcate team spirit and 

prayer time into our family life. 

Parents need to be the first imparters 

of faith to their children. In all that the 

family does it has to become a 

Domestic Church where Faith and 

Unity are witnessed.

Theme for Day 3: Married couples: 

Holiness in daily life

Fr. Anthony L. Fernandes began by 

defining holiness as a call to live 

worthily, whatever may be our state 

of life. Quoting from the documents 

of Pope John Paul II and Pope 

Francis, married couples have a 

special responsibility in coming 

together to build the family. He 

spelled out the role of married 

couples, parents and children in the 

family. If each takes responsibility, 

each one will contribute towards the 

holiness of the family as a whole.

Feast Day: Vocation and Mission 

of the Family

Bishop John Rodrigues, the main 

celebrant for the feast day, unfolded 

for us the Vocation and Mission of 

the Family. Bishop John emphasised 

that the vocation of every family is to 

prepare the perfect environment, 

where every family member is 

nurtured and allowed to grow and 

blossom. Acceptance of one another 

and service become the hallmark of 

the family vocation. The mission of 

the family is to receive the faith and 

propagate it through our words and 

actions, within the family and to all 

those we are in contact with at our 

place of study, recreation and work. 

Indeed, we were blessed to be 

enriched in various aspects of our 

family life and its improvement, as we 

participated in the celebration of the 

Triduum and the Parish Feast of our 

patron St. Thomas.

A St. Thomas Parish Initiative On The Occasion Of The World 
Meeting Of Families - Elias Fernandes
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fter two long years we were 

Aall able to gather together and 

celebrate the parish feast in 

person. To make it a grand 

celebration, parishioners were invited 

to pray, reflect and consecrate over 

three days during the Triduum, 

ending with the celebratory feast 

mass. After the last Triduum mass a 

special event was organised by the 

program committee with many 

parishioners in participation – a 

musical event. Many groups 

performed different cultural and 

traditional musical items and tributes. 

It was exciting to see that age didn't 

create any barriers as there were 

children and adults performing 

together, and all received a well-

deserved round of applause. The 

audience was able to have a 

complete experience with 

refreshments at a stall by the youth 

and full entertainment. The evening 

was all fun and games as we ended 

with a round of Housie.

The celebration continued the next 

day after the parish feast mass. The 

event started with Bishop John 

Rodrigues and our Parish Fathers 

cutting a cake, along with members 

of the parish who were celebrating 

their birthday on that day. The 

quadrangle was lined with stalls from 

every  community, serving a variety 

of mouth-watering and finger-licking 

food. The youth put up some game 

stalls. The contest for the day was 

fancy dress, and it was amazing to 

see tiny tots and adults all dressed 

up to emphasise the tradition and 

culture of India. It was very difficult 

for our judges to choose the winners. 

During the event the raffle lucky draw 

winners were announced along with 

various spot prizes and guessing 

games. It was a great time as 

everyone truly enjoyed each and 

every moment. Fr. Nelson, our Parish 

priest, Fr. Joseph Gonsalves and Fr. 

Leslie Almeida took great efforts in 

making the feast a prosperous and 

momentous event. This has been 

one of the most memorable feast 

days as all were waiting eagerly to 

celebrate the day of our dear patron 

after the pandemic. We pray that we 

may continue to grow in faith, love 

and compassion together with such 

devotion and celebration living as 

one family with Jesus Christ and his 

disciples.

St. Thomas Parish Feast Day - Karen Gonsalves 

We Connect |  July 2022 8



On July 24, the youth of our Parish 

journeyed to Kohoj, Vaghote village, 

Wada, for a trek. The day 

commenced around 6:30am by 

wishing Fr. Nelson for his birthday 

after which we headed to our 

destination. We were around 30 

people including Fr. Joseph, Br. 

Cajetan, our youth animators 

Cassina and Dean, 24 youth and two 

working youth. We were happy to 

have our working youth, Hyginus 

Dsouza and Anthony Halve, join us. 

With their trekking expertise they 

helped us find our way to this 

beautiful adventurous location.

While on the way to the village, we 

played many exciting games. Upon 

reaching the destination the breath-

taking view and fresh countryside air 

raised everyone's spirits, as we 

walked through fields, mountains, 

hills, narrow paths, crossing streams 

and muddy passages, finally 

reaching a huge lake. Although the 

lake was destroyed in the recent 

landslide, the entire view was 

magnificent. From this point onwards 

the trek became more exciting and 

difficult, as the paths became 

narrower through the thick forest and 

slippery stony hills, but everyone was 

charged up to reach the main 

highlight of the trek – the waterfalls. 

The view that stood before all on 

reaching the waterfalls was glorious. 

The calm yet strong water currents 

were ever tempting as everyone took 

a refreshing dip. The transition from 

tiredness to joy was something that 

wasn't missed among the beautiful 

surroundings. 

Soon it was time for descent, and 

though the heavy rains made it 

difficult, each one helped another 

and we reached the base point 

safely. After a few moments of rest, 

we played a game of treasure hunt, 

finding treasures hidden in the 

bushes of the forest. We then 

proceeded for some delicious 

homemade authentic lunch before 

we headed back home. Even though 

we were all tired we happily 

continued playing games in the bus, 

not wanting the day to end. This was 

truly a memorable trek, which shall 

always remain in our hearts as a day 

of joy.

An Unforgettable Day for the Youth - Hazel Sequeira
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Synod 2021-2023: Key Findings - Bishop Allwyn D’silva 

O
n October 10, 2021 Pope 

Francis convened the XVI 

Ordinary General Assembly 

of the Synod of Bishops, whose 

theme is “For a Synodal Church: 

communion, participation and 

mission.” His Eminence Oswald 

Cardinal Gracias, the Archbishop of 

Bombay, inaugurated the diocesan 

phase of the Synod at the Holy Name 

Cathedral, Mumbai, on Sunday, 

October 17, 2021 and also released 

a book for the Synod: “For a Synodal 

Church: Communion, Participation 

and Mission”.

From January 2022 to May 2022, we 

have had various Synod 

consultations across the Archdiocese 

of Bombay – online, hybrid and in 

person. These have happened in 

parishes, ministries and other 

ecclesial groups. And so, through 

numerous consultations across the 

archdiocese, we have listened; we 

have listened to the voices of the 

marginalised, those on the periphery, 

those whose voices were never 

heard before. We have even listened 

to children! And in this listening 

process, a great healing process has 

simultaneously taken place.

As we gave people a chance to 

experience lived synodality, we 

gathered the fruits of what the Holy 

Spirit was saying to us through the 

people of God. A huge amount of 

data has been collected and after 

evaluation of this data, the following 

four themes have emerged:

Ÿ An Inclusive Church

Ÿ A Collaborative Church

Ÿ A Faith-filled Church

Ÿ A Church relevant to the times

While there are numerous and varied 

suggestions in the Synod Report for 

our Archdiocese (published in the 

Handbook given at the Diocesan 

Synod on 2-3 June, 2022 at St Pius 

X College), here are some more 

suggestions that came up at the 

Diocesan Synod.

Theme 1: An Inclusive Church

A. This needs a mindset for:

Ÿ Accepting trained lay persons / 

single parents

Ÿ Desire to address brokenness of 

our people

Ÿ Passion to connect with those 

on the peripheries, those 

struggling to get an identity, 

those struggling to find life 

meaningful, those struggling to 

get their voices heard

B. Groups:

Ÿ Differently oriented people 

(Pastoral support)

Ÿ Migrants and Tribals (more Hindi 

Masses / prayer services)

Ÿ Broken marriages / 

dysfunctional families

Ÿ To connect with special children 

(Better catechesis)

Ÿ Young working adults (Avoid 

judging)

Ÿ Senior citizens and the lonely

Ÿ Breakaway groups

Ÿ Language groups

Ÿ Economically poor sections

C. Methodology:

Ÿ Parish Councils or SCCs should 

take up one such target group 

and by consistent action 

programs make a difference in 

their lives

Ÿ Gather such groups and in the 

process of listening, they 

discover their meaningful 

solutions

Ÿ Take the help of Confirmation 

students, youth, well-settled 

parents, willing seniors to get

Ÿ into the action of including one 

or two neglected groups as part 

of their pastoral work

Ÿ Accompanying young couples to 

make them Christ centred

Ÿ Proper escalation system for 

addressing issues
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Ÿ Inclusion of other faiths in our 

programs.

Theme 2: A Collaborative Church

A. A Need for:

Ÿ Delegating to laity so that the 

priest is primarily a pastor

Ÿ Building trust, maintaining 

cordial relationships with all so 

that collaboration happens,

Ÿ with barriers / prejudices, if any, 

broken

Ÿ Massive awareness at all levels 

that 'all hands on deck' if a 

changing church has to emerge

Ÿ Decision making opportunities 

with laity and allowing them to 

take up responsibilities of 

decisions taken

Ÿ To be not an inward looking but 

an outward looking church, a 

church in the midst of a turbulent 

society

Ÿ Care for the earth.

B. Methodology:

Ÿ Majority stated that the use of 

social media can be used in a 

big way to facilitate collaboration

Ÿ Systematic harnessing of talents 

of the laity and utilising these to 

achieve efficiency in most 

pastoral matters

Ÿ Have interface sessions, for 

example, with youth and 

parents, working youth and 

business people, Clergy and 

laity, etc.

Ÿ Utilise the power of women and 

religious sisters who may not be 

very much included in parish 

functioning

Ÿ Appreciate any work done so as 

to motivate parishioners towards 

greater involvement, thus 

building up their confidence and 

engaging them in the parish and 

societal activities

Ÿ Get more youth / people 

involved for catechesis; if 

possible, pay a nominal amount 

to Sunday school teachers

Ÿ More involvement of youth in the 

PPC, liturgy, etc

Ÿ Better management of Church 

properties.

Theme 3: A Faith-filled Church

Ÿ Need for effective catechism

Ÿ Being open to change and 

learning from others

Ÿ Witnessing through faith 

experiences

Ÿ Listening to the voice of the 

voiceless

Ÿ Well-prepared homilies

Ÿ Faith formation after 

confirmation especially for 

15yrs-35yrs age group

Ÿ Proclaim Christ through ones 

actions

Ÿ Need to bring in more people on 

a local level into various 

associations / rotate leadership

Ÿ Honest moral guidance needed

Ÿ All could utilise their talents for 

some service in the Church 

every week

Ÿ More faith formation programs

Ÿ Liturgy should be relevant and 

vibrant

Ÿ Encouraging family and 

personal prayer

Ÿ Need to accompany converts 

and those on the periphery on 

their faith journey

Ÿ Need for married deacons

Ÿ More lay persons should be 

involved in Church

Ÿ Being non judgmental

Ÿ Retreats for laity

Theme 4: A Church relevant to the 

times

Ÿ Be a testament to our faith, to 

those around

Ÿ Schools to be more relevant for 

those who go to 'other schools 

/boards’

Ÿ Take Charge' program should 

be more advertised

Ÿ Alumni associations should be 

more vibrant

Ÿ Laity and the clergy taking 

collaborative decisions

Ÿ A Church 'in the world' and yet 

not 'of the world’

Ÿ Scripture should be made 

relevant to our times

Ÿ Have a townhall meeting in the 

parish to address issues

Ÿ Listening committees in all 

parishes

Ÿ The charism of religious orders / 

associations needs to be 

relooked at

Ÿ Talk about issues rather than 

push them aside

Ÿ Use social media platforms

Ÿ All those in Church leadership 

(clergy and laity) have to have 

proper formation

Ÿ Need to relook at the type of 

education our schools / institutes 

are providing

Ÿ Have portals for job 

opportunities

Ÿ Use of experts or trained 

persons in parishes for the 

betterment of the local church

Ÿ Language groups need to be 

focused on

Ÿ Mentoring and listening skills 

needed

Ÿ Cater to needs of the parish

Ÿ Listen to the cries of the earth 

and act on it

Ÿ Discerning church where we 

listen and dialogue effectively 

with various groups

Ÿ Catholics should be involved in 

political and civic sphere
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FUN MANIAO- -

In the previous newsletter, we 

started with the bible quiz, and with 

this newsletter, we take this quiz to 

the next level.

Bible quiz will now be held every 

month, either through the newsletter 

that is published or through the 

website. And since it is a quiz, there 

have to be prizes, but prizes will not be 

given to the winners after every quiz. 

Instead, it will be a competition across communities. 

The media cell will maintain a leader board where 1(one) 

point will be allocated to every person from the community 

who sends all correct answers on or before the cut-off 

date. The more the people from the community participate, 

the more the points. But because of the uneven distribution 

of families across communities, the maximum number of 

points each community can get per quiz will be capped at 

20. Example;  if more than 20 people from the community A 

have got all the answers correct, that community will get 

only 20 points for that quiz.

But there is a twist. Like the traditional quizzes, you won't 

have multiple choice questions nor will you have to guess 

the answers and fill in the blanks. To 

each question a verse from the bible will 

be given, which will have the answer to 

the question.

The objective of having a quiz like this, 

as you would have guessed, is to make 

more and more people read the word of 

God.

We earnestly hope that you participate 

in good faith and do not cheat. One 

entry per family only. In fact, you can divide the questions 

with the members of your family and look for answers 

together. There's no better way to spend family time than 

reading the word of God and helping each other.

In the month of May 2023, the community with the highest 

score will be felicitated. Please send your answers as an 

email to contactstthomas@gmail.com and in the 

subject mention the quiz number and the name of your 

community, e.g. 'Quiz No. 1 | Church Colony'.

Looking forward to your whole-hearted participation and 

here goes the questions for Quiz No. 1, the cut-off date for 

which is August 15, 2022
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Q 01. In Adam's family line up to Noah, one of his 

great-great-grandsons never died. Who was he?

Ans. Gen 5:24

Q 02. Who was the woman who was saved from being 

publicly stoned?

Ans. John 8:1-11 

Q 03. When did God first speak to Moses – Before or 

After the escape from Egypt?

Ans. Exodus 3

Q 04. Who replaced Judas as the twelfth apostle?

Ans. Acts 1:23-26

Q 05. What was Paul's profession?

Ans. Acts 18:2-3

Q 06. Paul lived with a couple who shared the same 

profession as his. What were their names?

Ans. Acts 18:2-3

Q 07. By what name was Daniel known during the 

exile in Babylon?

Ans. Daniel 1:7

Q 08. What were the names of the two sons of Eli?

Ans. 1 Samuel 1

Q 09. What is the name of Timothy's grandmother & 

mother?

Ans. 2 Timothy 1:3-6

Q 10. At the time of Jesus’ birth, which Roman was in 

charge of cultivation in Syria?

Ans. Luke 2:1-5

Quiz No. 1


